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      TIME & PLACE:  The May monthly membership meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 12 at the CCFD6 main station located at 8800 NE Hazel Dell Avenue from 11:45 to 1:00. 
      SPEAKER: The May member meeting is the Grand Marshal luncheon.  This year’s Grand Marshal is Congressman Brian Baird.  A representative from his staff will attend the luncheon on his behalf, however, Congressman Baird will be riding front and center in the parade on Saturday, May 15.

CATERER:  This month’s lunch will be provided by Smokey’s Pizza and will be $8.50.  Members are reminded to make their checks payable to HDSCBA.  
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“PIRATE’S TREASURE” PARADE EDITION REMINDERS TO MEMBERS
[image: image5.wmf]There are only a few days left to get your treasure maps stamped and entered into the treasure chest (located at Fire District 6 main station at 8800 NE Hazel Dell Avenue).  To win a chance at the silver “ingots” (or “coins” but that doesn’t sound too “piratey’) you need to get sponsor stamps from eight of our 2010 parade sponsors.  Once your treasure map entry is filled with the stamps, sign your name and contact information on the back and drop it into the treasure chest at the fire station.  This addition to our usual parade season activities is the brain-child of Sponsor Chair Tony Ruestig of TwinStar Credit Union.  So far we have had lots of participation and sponsors and members alike have enjoyed the fun of the hunt.  The participating sponsors, all in Hazel Dell except as noted, are:  Smokey’s Pizza, Water & Air Works, First Independent Bank), TwinStar Credit Union, Riverview Community Bank, People’s Community Credit Union, Max Muscle and West Coast Bank (Salmon Creek).  Each sponsor location has the treasure map contest forms available.  The winners will be drawn at the May 12 luncheon meeting – don’t miss this one, the treasure might be yours!

Again this year we are extremely fortunate to have so many member businesses provide sponsorship dollars to make this event happen.  In addition to the sponsors listed above in the treasure hunt, we received naming rights sponsorship from Dom Rinck and Bomber Brothers Fireworks.  This most generous contribution has been extremely important in allowing the association to continue with the parade and its growing expenses.  Other sponsors include 
· Legacy Salmon Creek Hospital
· Highgate Senior Living
· Grover Electric and Plumbing
· iQ Credit Union
· Kohl’s Department Store
(providing support for the bands)
· Glenwood Place Senior Living
· Westergard Northwest

· The Columbian

· Clark County Sheriff’s Office

· and our irreplaceable friends at Clark County Fire District 6.  

The last parade meeting will be at the fire station (8800 NE Hazel Dell Avenue) at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 13.  At this time volunteers who have ordered shirts will receive them along with parade day instructions from our Parade Chair Dellan Redjou.  Dellan will be handing over the reins next year, so take a minute at Wednesday’s meeting to thank her and congratulate her on 12 great years, 12 great parades.  Well done, Dellan!
SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday, June 5, from noon to 4 p.m. is Clark County Fire District 6 open house at 8800 NE Hazel Dell Avenue.  Please contact Dawn Johnson (576-1195) if you wish to host a display.  (www.ccfd6.org)

NEW EVENT ADDED TO PARADE MORNING
Thanks to the energy and coordinating efforts of Tracy Bryant of Max Muscle a 2.5 mile (4k) Run/Walk will take place just 30 minutes prior to the start of the parade.  Entry forms are available on our website (www.hdscba.org or at Max Muscle store from which the Run/Walk begins - 9301 NE 5th Avenue in the Hazel Dell Town Center.  Profit from this Run/Walk will go the Bridge the Gap  of Clark County, WA.  Stop by and register soon – this should prove to be a great addition to the parade day activities.  Thank you, Tracy, for all your work to put this together.
Team 99 will meet on Tuesday, May 11 from 11:30-1:00 at the William F. Lothspeich Building (Clark Regional Wastewater District offices) at 5200 NE 81st Court.  The group will go over the recent modifications to the Form-Based Code portion of the Highway 99 Sub-Area Plan.  The Sub-Area plan is on the County website (www.clark.wa.gov).

There is no Three Creeks Advisory Council meeting scheduled for May.  They meet next on Thursday, June 17.
President’s Corner

According to the Washington State Employment Security Department, the unemployment rate in our state improved slightly to 9.5% in March, compared to 9.7% for the United States.  Unfortunately for us, Clark County’s unemployment rate was 14.6% in March.  The picture may well be bleaker than that, as people fail to find jobs for long enough that they are no longer counted, family breadwinners settle for underemployment with part-time jobs, and business owners close up shop.

Our state and federal governments are furiously spending future tax increases to pump cash into the system and buy temporary jobs.  Essentially, the 47% of Americans who actually pay federal income tax (yes, it is really that low) are trying to fund all the federal spending, but it is not enough – we are borrowing staggering amounts of money to fund this explosion of government spending.  (The week of April 26th set a new record for U.S. borrowing – an unprecedented 129 billion dollars worth of new government securities issued at auction in four days.)  At the state level, we cannot borrow, so record-setting spending levels in the last few years can only be paid for with taxes, leaving less for each of us to spend.  When you think about it, it’s really a question of whose spending is better for the economy: the citizens’ spending or the government’s.  I’ll leave you to your own opinion.

Let’s turn our attention to the situation in many households and for many businesses.  In these times of economic trouble, family and business incomes have fallen for many.  For the vast majority of those affected, the response has not been to push spending and borrowing into overdrive.  The response that works and keeps a family and a business afloat is to shrink, cut spending and expenses, and borrow as little as possible.  The reality becomes one where the budget point of “living within your means” is set lower than before.  Savings accounts are drawn down, assets are sold if possible, and borrowing becomes something of a last resort, and only to fund what is absolutely necessary.  Except for those lucky enough to not be affected, that is how families and businesses are generally surviving – by shrinking to make it through the rough times.

So where does that leave us?  We spend less, which means less revenue for others.  In these times, I believe it is critical for all of us to be very deliberate when we decide where to spend our dollars.  The places you choose to spend your cash are the places that will benefit.  I realize that budgets and other factors make the decision to spend locally difficult, but ask yourself: do you try to spend in places that benefit your local community, the businesses that provide your local jobs, and the people who are your neighbors?  Or are you throwing the benefits of your spending to another state, another country, or maybe company shareholders scattered everywhere?

Choosing to spend locally is more than just a slogan – it helps your community and your neighbors.  Oh, and make sure you do your research, ask your questions, and exercise your right to vote when we choose the direction our state and nation will take.

Sharif Burdzik, President

(The views expressed in this piece do not necessarily reflect the views of the HDSCBA Board or the Association itself.)

HDSCBA-sponsored American Red Cross blood drive was a success on Friday, April 30.  We met our modified goal of 30 donors thank, in part to the volunteer firefighters from Fire District 6.  CCFD6  also allowed us to park the Red Cross blood drive bus at the fire station which proved a perfect location for walk-in donors.  Everyone who helped with the drive is greatly appreciated, especially Neil Kimsey, Ron Wilson, Sharif Burdzik, Dellan Redjou and Ila Stanek (the women donated blood as well as helping with the drive registration).  This is an important effort and the board will be looking at sponsoring a future blood drive.  We hope to be able to gather even more donors and volunteers to help.
2010 Greater Portland Start! Heart & Stroke Walk Saturday May 22, 2010 8:30AM
In Portland - Vera Katz East Bank Esplanade - In Vancouver - Vancouver Landing

 Participating in the Heart & Stroke Walk is an important step in fighting the leading killer in Oregon & SW Washington.  Last year, more than 6,000 walkers raised $500,000.  This year let’s join efforts in raising $500,000!  Get started early and sign up today!
www.greaterportlandheartwalk.org 


Other things to think about:
Dream Big Community Center and Young Professionals of Vancouver have put out a challenge to gain support for their non-profit efforts.  They would like the HDSCAB to find four bowlers for a bowling night at Hazel Dell Lanes to complete against another local business association.  The event will be held  on Saturday, June 12.  Your board of directors has voted to pay the entry fee for a team of four bowlers, if four members wish to compete.  Please contact Sharif Burdzik to enter your name.  The current plan is for the first four will be taken as our HDSCBA team.  Our participation depends on member interest.
Does anyone have any information about the time capsule buried in 1910 on the grounds of the schoolhouse in Hazel Dell? It would be fun to know if it was ever dug up and, if so, by whom and when.  Please send responses directly to Ila Stanek (ilastanek@hotmail.com) or leave her a message at 573-7376.
We have been pretty quiet about the annexation plans of the City of Vancouver for a while now.  Your board would like to have input from the membership on a possible incorporation effort.  Is there interest in the Hazel Dell/Salmon Creek and surrounding areas in maintaining its own identity?  Would the current residents and businesses prefer to allow Vancouver to proceed with their 20-year plan to annex much of the unincorporated in which we live, work and play?  We need to have a feel for your opinions on the issue.  How excited would you be to pay the utilities tax that Vancouver residents currently pay?  Please send ideas, opinions, suggestions to Ila Stanek, vice-president, HDSCBA (ilastanek@hotmail.com).  Even if you just want to leave things as they are and let the chips (and taxes) fall where they may, let us know.  We aim to meet the needs and wishes of the membership at large.  We can’t without input.  Thanks.
Wondering How to start a Business?  FREE Monthly Business Start-up classes will be offered by the Small Business Development Center on the last Thursday of each month at Lower Columbia College, 3:30 to 5:00 p.m.  Call the instructor, Susan Hoosier, Certified Business Advisor at 360-442-2946 for details, registration and to obtain room number. Check out this link:  http://www.wsbdc.org/training-class?classid=146 or contact Alisa Pyszka, Business Development Manager, City of Vancouver, 210 E. 13th Street, Vancouver, WA  98668, 360-487-8617 or alisa.pyszka@ci.vancouver.wa.us
HDSCBA Members have been invited to a business workshop by Rudy Ramirez, Chairman of the Vancouver Chapter of SCORE.  SCORE (Service Corps of Retired Executives, is a national non-profit organization dedicated to the education of entrepreneurs and success of the nation's small businesses. SCORE is a resource partner of the United States Small Business Administration (SBA).  Their next Business Workshop which will be held in Hazel Dell at IQ Credit Union on 81st Street on Wednesday May 26. The cost is minimal ($35). The subject will be Business Planning. The Workshop is 3½  hours and features SCORE counselor, Carlos Gonzalez, a former Business Consulting co-owner and retired executive of a Fortune 50 company. Carlos has over 30 years experience in business management planning and strategy formation. 
Go to the link to see additional workshop information or to register, call Rudy at (360) 699-1079 or send an e-mail to info@scorevancouver.org.  http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e2vd36oubb1156ec 
THIRD THURSDAY FINANCIAL WORKSHOPS 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
Free financial seminars held every month at Edward Jones Investments. Learn the basics of stocks, bonds and mutual funds and get started on financial planning. No charge, reservations required.  Call Vicki Fitzsimmons 360-573-6604 Class location is 9901 NE 7th Ave #A102. This is off NE 99th street at the freeway exit.  www.edwardjones.com
· Thursday May 20th -Foundations of Investing

· Thursday June 17th -A Woman's Guide to Money Matters  

Hazel Dell/Salmon Creek Business Association

PMB 163, 6400 NE Highway 99, Suite G

Vancouver, WA 98665-8748
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